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The industry’s latest sought-after cerulean jewel

by Preeta Agarwal

PARAIBA TOURMALINE

�mazon
Beauty
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T he versatile tourmaline 
comes in a rainbow of 
hues and colours. But 
amongst them, one 

exotic newcomer stands out — the Paraiba 
tourmaline. Discovered in the 1980s, this 
mint-green wonder has all the shades of a 
clear ocean, ranging from blue to green in 
extraordinary vivid hues as if glowing with a 
unique !re within.

Miner Heitor Dimas Barbosa spent years 
digging at the now famous Paraiba Hill (Mina 
da Batalha) in the federal Brazilian State of 
Paraiba, con!dent that he will one day !nd 
something extraordinary under that hill. The 
search began in 1981, and after many a failed 
attempts for over !ve years, traces of this rare 
gem began to appear. Finally, in the autumn 

of 1989, a handful of Paraiba tourmalines saw 
daylight. The luminous Paraiba tourmaline, 
scienti!cally known as cuprian elbaite, 
quickly became one of the most sought-after 
gemstones in the world. It appears in a range 
of coveted colours — greenish blue, bluish 
green, green, blue, and violet hues. 

A gemstone so rare that it has left even 
the coveted diamond behind, one Paraiba 
tourmaline is mined for every 10,000 diamonds. 
A combination of good quality, colour and 
size is an even rare occurrence. Its rarity and 
extraordinary colour have sent the market into 
a frenzy. From a few hundred dollars per carat, 
its value rose to thousands of dollars per carat 
within days of discovery. Today, achieving !ve-
digit !gures is not unusual; and the demand 
still keeps increasing. 

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP
The Evolution pendant 
with .99ct Paraiba 
tourmaline, diamonds 
and green garnets, 
CARATELL

Earrings with Paraiba 
tourmalines and 
diamonds, CARLA 
AMORIM

The gemstone  
is so rare that it has 
left even the coveted 

diamond behind

Rings in 18k white gold 
with Paraiba tourmalines 
and colourless 
diamonds, HANS D. 
KRIEGER

Snake ring in 18k white 
gold with AGL-certified 
2.44ct pear-shaped 
Paraiba tourmaline, 
Paraiba melee and  
pave-set diamonds, 
PAOLO COSTAGLI

Vintage Paraiba 
tourmaline and diamond 
ring, DILYS’

OPPOSITE
Model wearing a pair of 
THOMAS JIRGENS 
Paraiba tourmaline and 
diamond earrings
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Although this cerulean beauty 
is at its best after cutting and 
polishing, the high value of the rough 
usually calls for exceptional designs and 
custom cuts. It is mostly faceted into brilliant 
cuts, commonly pear and oval shapes. Paraiba 
tourmalines larger than !ve carats are rarely 
seen. But with this gemstone, colour is key, 
not size. 

Brazil is home to almost all tourmalines, 
but a radiant turquoise was always lacking 
in the shade card. Paraiba tourmaline !lled 
that gap, owing its splendid colour to copper, 
an element which has never been observed 
in a tourmaline before. The vibrant colour 
of Paraiba tourmaline is so fascinating that 
it has often been called with names like 
swimming-pool-blue, aqua blue, sky blue, 
neon, electric, mint green and many more. Its 
beauty, though, is never dependent on light, 
as it looks as good in low light as it does in 
the day. The allure of this gemstone and its 
low supply have left jewellers and celebrities 
across the globe hungry for more. Each new 
supply is eagerly awaited, snatched up within 
days, and worked upon for months, resulting 
in creations that mesmerise jewellery 
connoisseurs around the world.

With such a scarce supply from the 
Paraiba Hill, the world had started to wonder 

how to get their hands on more of this 
aqua wonder. But as it turned out, nature 
did have another surprise up its sleeve. 
In early 2001, another batch of Paraiba 
tourmalines was discovered in Africa. 
These Nigerian beauties are similar to the 
tourmalines in their colour and luminosity. 
Re-enforcing the continental drift theory, 
more of these copper-bearing tourmalines 
were found in Mozambique in 2005, which 
brought good news to gem dealers as the 
Mozambique version was much clearer and 
found in larger sizes. Wherever the source 
maybe, the world is more than happy to 
have more of these new-found beauties.   

CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP CENTRE
Ring with 17ct Paraiba 
tourmalines and 6ct 
diamonds in white gold, 
SUTRA

Necklace with an 
emerald-cut cuprian 
elbaite tourmaline and 
round and baguette 
diamonds in platinum, 
TIFFANY & CO

Cher Dior Exquise 
Emerald earrings with 
white gold, diamonds, 
sapphires, emeralds, 
demantoid garnets and 
Paraiba tourmalines, 
DIOR JOAILLERIE

Paraiba tourmaline and 
diamond ring, HARRY 
WINSTON

Earrings in 18k white 
gold set with Paraiba 
tourmalines and  
brilliant-cut diamonds, 
PIAGET

Discovered in the 
1980s, Paraiba 
tourmaline has all the 
shades of a clear ocean, 
from blue to green


